Inflammatory myopathy and Walker-Warburg syndrome: etiologic implications.
Walker-Warburg syndrome is a well delineated clinical entity with characteristic brain and eye anomalies. Recent diagnostic surveys have revealed that muscular dystrophy is an obligatory feature of this syndrome. We report a patient with an inflammatory myopathy that preceded dystrophic changes. While reports of parental consanguinity and multiple affected sibships strongly suggest an autosomal recessive genetic basis for this syndrome, previous pathological analyses of the CNS have suggested an inflammatory process. Our case supports both the notion of an aberrant inflammatory process that is likely under genetic control or etiologic heterogeneity (phenocopies) underlying this syndrome.